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Ronald De Feo Case
The Amityville case is a well-known case in the American justice system. In the case, Roberto De Feo was convicted of murdering his entire family. Ronald was accused of shooting his parents, brothers, and sisters while asleep in their beds with a 35 Marline rifle. In court, Ronald and his defense lawyer William Weber made an insanity argument. Ronald testified that he had been possessed, which caused him to commit the murders. This insanity plea was supported by the defense psychiatrist, which the prosecution argued against, saying that the defendant was aware of his actions at the time when he committed the crime. The house where the murders occurred, which is located in Amityville, Long Island, was believed to be haunted as its new owners fled due to signs of demonic possession. The Ronald De Feo murders and the house's haunting became part of pop culture-inspiring horror films and books. 
After his interrogation, Ronald gave conflicting accounts of events on what really happened leading to the murder of his family. This conflicting statement made law enforcement term him as the main suspect leading to his arrest. Subsequently, Ronald started to act crazy, which formed the base for his defense's insanity plea. The insanity plea, however, did not work and the judge and jury had seen Ronald for who he was, a sane murderer. He was found guilty of six accounts of murder and sentenced to 25 years to life imprisonment six times (Flowers, 2017).
The prosecutor in the case had studied him, observed his behaviors and interactions, and questioned him, which enabled him to prepare against the insanity plea. His behavior before and after the murders exposed Ronald as an evasive and pathological liar. The prosecution revealed the truth about the defendant's character as a violent and cold-blooded killer, which made the judge and jury see Ronald as a sane and methodical murderer (Flowers, 2017). During the trial, the prosecution made an argument that Ronald De Feo was mentally sound and should be held responsible for his actions. The prosecution called a number of witnesses, including the defendant's friends and relatives, police officers, and detectives who were working on the case. Through the witnesses' testimonies, the prosecution presented the judge and jury with a clear impression of the defendant as capable of committing the murders. During cross-examination, Ronald De Feo gave a testimony that was inconsistent with the statement he had given the police the night of the murders. The prosecution exposed these inconsistencies pain, Ronald De Feo, as a cold-blooded, devious, and lucid killer rather than a victim of insanity as his defense was arguing (Flowers, 2017).
The ability of both the defense and prosecution to prove or disprove the defendant's mental state at the time of the crime was essential to the success of each side.Each side obtained the services of a highly reputable psychiatrist to prove or disprove the defendant's mental state. The prosecution succeeded in exposing the defendant's murderous person, therefore, leading to his life imprisonment. 
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